
Horticulture Help 

Line: 

Residents with       

questions regarding  

gardens, lawn care, 

pruning and more are 

invited to contact the 

Goochland Extension 

Office for free advice.  

The Goochland-

Powhatan Master      

Gardeners are        

available at the office 

Wednesdays          

beginning in mid-

March through         

September. You can 

reach them at              

804-556-5874 or stop 

by the Goochland           

Extension Office. 
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 Field Day of the Past  
September 20-22, 2019! 

 
The Goochland Extension Office had a great weekend at 
Field Day of the Past 2019.  The Goochland 4-H  

Livestock show had 25 Youth participants with over 100 
show & exhibit animals. 4-H kids, parents, volunteers 
and staff of the Virginia Cooperative Extension - 
Goochland County office put on a great exhibit! For 
more information about Field Day of the Past, please 
visit their website at www.fielddayofthepast.net or 
check out their Facebook page for more updates about 

this years event. 

Dairy Show 2019 Goat Show 2019 



Meet our new Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent 
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  On August 26th, Nicole Shuman began as the new           
Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent.  She transferred to 
Goochland County from Prince Edward County, where she 
was serving as the Community Food Systems Agent.  In 
Prince Edward, she primarily worked with small producers of 
veggies, meat, and eggs, and she is excited about working 
with a wider variety of producers within Goochland.   

  Although not a Virginia native, Nicole spent her formative 
years in Richmond, and attended William & Mary, where she 
earned a B.A. in Government.  After her undergraduate    
education and a stint as a math tutor in an underserved high 
school in Lawrence, MA, she began apprenticing on 
farms.  Captivated by agriculture, she focused on learning as 
much as she could, and, in 2015, enrolled in Cornell           
Universityõs International Agriculture and Rural               
Development M.P.S. program.  To complete her degree, she 
joined the Peace Corps, and, in 2016, left for Paraguay as an 
Applied Agricultural Extension Volunteer.  In Paraguay,    
Nicole primarily worked with school and home gardens and 
on soil conservation, but she also participated in Peace Corps Paraguayõs redesign of the         
Agriculture Sector Framework, instructed Peace Corps Trainees in biointensive gardening, and 
assisted fellow Volunteers in strategy for a seed bank project.  Upon her return to the States, 
she was first hired as the summer intern in the King William Extension Office, and subsequently 
hired in Prince Edward. 

  Goochland County is undergoing a rapid expansion right now, while trying to retain its rural 
character.  Nicole is eager to hear various perspectives on the opportunities and challenges   
facing Goochlandõs agriculture and the county in general.  If you would like to bend her earñor 
just introduce yourselfñyou can stop by the Extension Officeõs new location at 2748 Dogtown 
Road or contact her at 804-556-5872 or nks49@vt.edu. 

The Goochland and Powhatan Extension Offices will be offering a joint private pesticide 
recertification on December 12th from 5-8 PM at the Powhatan Extension Office, 3910 Old 
Buckingham Road.  This recertification course is open to any currently licensed private        

pesticide applicators in need of continuing education credits to keep their certifications up-to
-date.  You can register by contacting Nicole at 804-556-5872/nks49@vt.edu or Rachel at 

804-598-5640/rgrosse@vt.edu.  
Private pesticide certification is required for anyone who applies restricted use pesticides 
(RUPs) on land that they own or lease.  An individual who applies any pesticides, not just RUPs, 
as part of their job duties must be a certified commercial pesticide applicator or a registered 

technician.  Some examples of these individuals would be lawn care or pest treatment         
professionals, or some custodial staff. 

If you need to test to receive your private pesticide license, or would like information         
regarding commercial pesticide recertification courses offered through Virginia Cooperative 

Extension, please contact either Nicole or Rachel.         

Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification Class 



2019/2020 Agriculture  
Discussion Groups 

 
You may have noticed that the local       
Agriculture and Natural Resources          
Extension Agents have started to offer 
discussion groups.  
What is a discussion group?  
It is a type of educational programming 
that is driven by the participants for the 
participants. We intentionally keep these 
groups small (~15 people) in  order to have 
good discussion and learn from each other 
more effectively.    Traditionally, these 
groups meet monthly and discuss a topic of 
their choosing. Speakers for the meetings 
range from the participants, local industry          
professionals or VCE Specialists. The meeting may take place in an Extension office, 
on a participantõs property or out of the county on a trip.  
Our current Discussion Groups include our Equine Discussion Group that meets on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month from 4:00pm to 6:00pm and our Beef Cattle Production 
360 Discussion Group that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 6:00pm-
8:00pm. We may add a Small Ruminant Discussion Group if there is interest. If you 
are interested in joining any of these groups, or would like to see a new group formed, 
please contact the Nicole Shuman at the Goochland office at (804)556-5872 
nks49@vt.edu or Rachel Henley at the Powhatan Office rgrosse@vt.edu.  

Photo Credit: University of Tasmania 
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